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UBC Sustainable Cities Commission 

Based in Turku since 1997 

International team of 12 professionals 

 

Focus areas: Sustainability management, local 
climate work, water management, sustainable 

urban mobility and Maritime policies 

CityNetwork established in 1991 by 32 
cities. 
Today appr. 100 member cities in 10 
countries around the Baltic Sea Region 
Focusing on Policy and Urban 
development 
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Local authority / Cities perspective 

 Local - Global 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cities have a broad responsibility and many sectors to cover
The cities are implementing decisions taken on EU and national level!



A Sustainable Baltic Sea Region 

    

Interesting history… 

A region with a similarities and differences 

A region with common challenges and problems       

A region with common goals 

One of the most active regions in  
sustainable development in the world  

 



Geographic & Economic concentration 

Aging population and Migration  

Inefficient Energy consumption and availability 

Traffic, transport and accessibility problems 

State of the Baltic Sea 

Climate change 

                             Financial crisis 

Common challenges for the region 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The challenges for the region as well as for the cities are the same



 
Challenges and problems for sustainable 
development of tourism including 
 
Some questions: 

 
Challenge in conflict of interests? 

 
Challenge in protecting environment and tourism? 

 
Challenge in existing services and products? 

 
Conflict of economy, ecology? 

 
 



Tourism & Sustainable development challenges  
Coastal and Maritime environment 

Protected areas  
Culture and heritage 

Transport, Mobility and Accessibility 
Relevant information fast and Smart 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EUSBSR states clearly the goals and improvements for tourism in the BSR. Tourism is a huge and growing economic factor with a huge unused potential. Developemnt of tourism goes hand in hand with other trends and phenomenons in our societies. Improving tourism is a matter about working together in order to improve 



Tourism trends and development 
Continuous changes on what kind of tourism and how travel: 
Beaches, cruises, boating, nature, city, culture, food….Summer tourism 
Well-being, silence, health, sport… 



EUTHROPHICATION 

Problem: 
Eutrophication is regarded as being the greatest and most serious 
threat to Baltic Sea. Eutrophication is mainly due to the high nutrient 
loading coming from the drainage basin, which is approximately four 
times the size of the surface area of the Baltic Sea.  
 
Solution: 
Wastewater and nutrients from diffuse sources such as transport needs 
to be treated better 
 
IMPACT:  
More attractive Baltic Sea, coast, river and other water bodies 



 

MARITIME TRANSPORT, PASSENGER VESSELS 
AND BOATING 
 
Problem: 
Need to reduce wastewater discharges from shipping and boating.  
 
Solution:  
Change the harbour due fees so that a wastewater charge is automatically 
included in the vessel waste fee, irrespective of whether the vessel 
discharges its wastewater to land or not 
Create better preconditions for vessels in regular operation to use shore to 
ship -electricity in harbours 
Increase the number of septic tank emptying facilities at harbours, marinas 
and camping areas  
Clean fuels 
 
Impact:  
Sustainable - environmental friendly – healthy transport and tourism 



Smart Sustainable visitor friendly Cities 



 
Travel and mobility is 
changing towards more 
energy and environmental 
friendly solutions. Bring 
higher level of attractivity 
and well-being.  
=    Sustainable  
     Development 

     Tourism and Travellers Go Smart        Trends in mobility and tourism      

Mobility  
as a service 

https://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiedosto:Viking_Grace_in_Stockholm.jpg


UBC Environment and Sustainable Development Secretariat / NAME / POSITION/EVENT 

 
 
SMART MOBILITY  
Shared Electric vehicles& network  
Smart parking  
Smart & crowdsourced citylogistic  
 
         
   ENERGY BEHAVIOUR  
    Smart grid  
    Free WIFI  
 
      SMART LIVING  
      Smart local services  
      Smart lighting  
 
    WELLBEING  
    Health and wellbeing services  
    Using art to build identity 
    Co-creation!  
 

ENERGY & MOBILITY SMART AND  SUSTAINABLE 
                        NEW CITY DISTRICTS  

Travel and  



Protected areas 

Good accessibility to 
protected areas. 
Information and 
services more than 
ever for all groups of 
society. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latvia.travel/sites/default/files/styles/lightbox/public/article/momenti-martins-krastins-20150721-6_0.jpg?itok=4al4C_Cz
http://www.latvia.travel/sites/default/files/styles/lightbox/public/article/gaujas-nacionalais-parks_21_0.jpg?itok=msvLn9rr


 
Summary 
A rich region in terms of culture, nature, events and adventures 

 

The EUSBSR is a good coordination tools for strengthen the attractivity 

of the Baltic Sea Region 

 

A lot of new trends going on to increase sustainability 

Act Smart = Build Sustainability 
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